
Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee Meeting Minutes 

September 26, 2018 | 8:00 AM | Hennepin County Government Center | Room C-2350 

  

Meeting Called By Jill Hermanutz 

 Facilitator Marion Greene 

  

  
 

Committee Members/Representatives Present 

Ivy Bernhardson, Matt Clark, Steve Fletcher, Michael 
Freeman, Marion Greene, Jens Undlin for David 
Hutchinson, Catherine Johnson (via conference call), Jeff 
Johnson, Sara Gonsalves for Sarah Lindahl-Pfieffer, Jeff 
Lunde, Kerry Meyer, Mary Moriarty, Michael Risvold, 
Rolf Sponheim, Mark Thompson, Eric Werner and Gene 
Winstead. Staff: Jill Hermanutz 

Guests for Legislative Conversation 

Senator Ron Latz, Senator Warren Limmer, Jamael 
Lundy, Kareem Murphy, Representative Carlos Mariani,  

 

AGENDA TOPICS 

Time allotted 8:00-8:10| Agenda topic: Welcome, Announcements, and Introductions 
 Presenter: Commissioner Greene  

 Commissioner Greene called the meeting to order. 

Time allotted | 8:10-8:20 | Agenda topic: DOCCR CCA Plan  
Lead: Catherine Johnson  

 Catherine Johnson provided background on the draft DOCCR Community Corrections Act (CCA) Plan:  
o Probation is delivered three different ways in Minnesota: the State Department of Corrections (DOC) 

provides probation and supervised release services; counties provide juvenile and misdemeanant 
supervision while the DOC provides felony probation and supervised release services; or counties 
provide all supervision for juveniles, adults and supervised release clients through the Minnesota CCA. 

o Hennepin County DOCCR has participated since 1978 and in 2019 received almost $19 million in 
funding, which is approximately 15% of DOCCR’s budget. Similar funding is expected in 2020. 

o The county is required to submit a comprehensive plan every two years to the DOC and the final draft 
was previously distributed electronically with copies available at the meeting.  

 Commissioner Greene moved recommending the final draft CCA Plan to the Hennepin County Board for 
consideration. The motion was carried by the committee with Chief Judge Bernhardson abstaining from 
the vote. 
 

 Judge Meyer made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 25, 2019 meeting. Mark Thompson 
seconded the motion. The motion was carried by the committee. 

Time allotted | 8:20-8:30 | Agenda topic: Introductions  
Lead: Commissioner Greene  

 All present committee members and legislative guests were introduced. 
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Time allotted | 8:30-8:30 | Agenda topic: Legislative Conversation  
Lead: Commissioner Greene & Kareem Murphy  

 Kareem Murphy said that at a previous CJCC meeting, Intergovernmental Relations had provided a 
summary of the 2019 legislative session. To further that discussion, chief legislators in key leadership roles 
for Public Safety were invited to attend this CJCC meeting to: 
o engage in dialogue and identify overlap and interests in priorities where CJCC and the Legislature 

might work together; and, 
o gain a sense of what this collaborative has been able to do. 

 The legislators were asked for remarks on their priorities and where they saw potential overlap. 
o Representative Carlos Mariani, Public Safety and Criminal Justice Reform Finance and Policy Division 

Chair 
 Criminal justice reform is vital for a growing constituency in a racially and income diverse county. 
 There have been some successes with the federal government passing the First Step Act, a 

remarkable bipartisan movement. 
 A very serious push for criminal justice reform will be made in the coming legislative sessio n. 
 One sector can’t be expected to solve all problems that people have ; need to incorporate all the 

skills and talents of the community including law enforcement, corrections and the community. 
o Senator Warren Limmer, Judiciary and Public Safety Finance and  Policy Committee Chair 

 The 2019 legislative session was constrained since this was a budget year; there was quite a 
difference in the target budgets between the House and Senate – a $125 million difference. 

 The Senate Finance Chair was dedicated to holding state funding down in all areas although 
Senator Limmer had argued that public safety was a basic function of government. 

 With the recent death of correctional officers, the needs of corrections took center stage along 
with programming needs. 

 Sex offender issues were also recognized with the Denied Justice series by the Star Tribune; former 
Attorney General Lori Swanson made a presentation on a number of related ideas and a number of 
these were passed including the end of the marital rape exception. 

 One thing not heard is mention of victims by advocates – do not want to forget them in this 
conversation. 

o Senator Ron Latz, Judiciary and Public Safety Finance and Policy Committee  
 His boots on the ground experience has allowed Senator Latz to see the criminal justice system, 

both good and flawed parts, from a lot of angles and in the Senate he tries to bring the process of 
asking tough questions while advocating for change to be fair and just for all  

 The primary job in the last legislative session was to pass the budget, but this has policy 
implications.  

 In experience as a defense attorney, Senator Latz has found that 85-90% of cases are related to 
drugs and alcohol in one way or another and there is a real need to get a handle on substance 
abuse and its causes. 

 A priority for the next legislative session is long-term criminal justice reform to prevent people 
from coming into the system initially. 

 There is a need to invest in training for law enforcement officers to handle conflicts: de-escalation 
training. 

 Bail reform is an idea whose time has come – there are still too many people who for lack of $78 or 
$100 are waiting in-custody at great public expense. 

o Kareem noted that Representative Brian Johnson, Public Safety and Criminal Justice Reform Finance 
and Policy Division member, had been invited but could not attend due to logistics. 

 CJCC members were asked to present questions or comments on the larger discussion of what criminal 
justice reform looks like: 
o Mayor Lunde noted that suburban cities also face difficult challenges, but the Legislature seems to 

focus on the large urban cities, especially for grants. Suburban cities would be able to implement new 
ideas and measure results faster. He asked that suburbs be kept in mind for opportunities to innovate.  

https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/cmte/Home/?comm=91030
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/cmte/Home/?comm=91030
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o University of Minnesota Police Chief Matt Clark said that as the chief for the sixth largest campus in 
the country with 50,000 faculty, staff and students, the major source of inquiry is not on de-escalation, 
but is parents calling in to ask how students are being kept safe. Currently there is media attention on 
safety on the campus with the high number of recent incidents. Training and de-escalation are good 
but add to the level of work officers do every day who are already doing more with less.  

o Commissioner Greene mentioned that the next legislative session was for policy and that probation is 
cost intensive that it doesn’t make sense to keep people on probation for so long . This also results in a 
delay for people getting back to being productive members of society. She also noted exploring 
investing up front in intervention to keep youth from entering the school to jail pipeline.  

o Council Member Fletcher commented that one thing that shapes the approach for law enforcement 
encounters with the public and limits models of more efficient and compassionate encounters is the 
likelihood of a gun being present and asked about gun reform.  

o Mark Thompson indicated that adequate, stable funding was so important for any reform work; he 
noted that the legislature had done a great job with the judiciary but more was needed for public 
defenders where salary was not competitive. He said that the CCA subsidy for the county had 
increased by 21% in the last five years, while the accompanying state subsidy had only increased 4%. 
While probation reform is needed, the county can’t afford with current situation.  

 Commissioner Greene thanked Representative Mariani, Senator Latz and Senator Limmer for attending. 
 

Time 9:30  | Agenda topic Adjournment 
 

 Commissioner Greene adjourned the meeting.  

 Next CJCC Meeting is November 21, 2019 

 

RELEVANT LINKS OR RESOURCES 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee Website 

 

 

https://www.hennepin.us/cjcc

