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2018 Minnesota Climate 
Adaptation Conference 
“Past, Present, Future, Together” 
 
November 14, 2018 

University of Minnesota 
Continuing Education and Conference Center 
1890 Buford Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

Agenda 
7:30-8:15 Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:15-8:30 Welcome Ceremony 
Joe Bendickson, Lake Traverse Reservation, Dakota Language Teaching Specialist, 
University of Minnesota 
Introduction by Tansey Moore, Climate Change Specialist, 1854 Treaty Authority 

8:30-8:45 Opening Remarks 
Jeffrey Peterson, Director, Water Resources Center, University of Minnesota 

8:45-10:15 Plenary Session (Room 135) – Perspectives about the past, present, and future of 
climate change and opportunities to build adaptation and resilience 

Panelists: Karen Diver – Faculty Fellow for Inclusive Excellence and Native Studies, 
College of St. Scholastica; former Special Assistant to the Obama White 
House on Native American Affairs; former Chairwoman of the Fond du 
Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
 
Olivia LeDee – Acting Federal Director, Northeast Climate Adaptation 
Science Center, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Zaria Romero – Youth Representative, Climate Generation 

Moderator:  Kenneth Blumenfeld, Senior Climatologist, Minnesota State Climate 
Office 

10:15-10:30 Break 

 

 

 

https://ccaps.umn.edu/continuing-education-and-conference-center
https://ccaps.umn.edu/continuing-education-and-conference-center
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10:30-11:50 Breakout Session I   

• Local Examples: Planning for Healthier, More Resilient Communities (Room 42) 
Denise Engen, Hennepin County 
 

Moderator: Denise Engen, Hennepin County 
 

• Adapting Minnesota's Forests to a Changing Climate (Room 155A) 
Leslie Brandt, Northern Inst. Applied Climate, USDA Forest Service 
 

Moderator: Stephen Handler, U.S. Forest Service 
 

• Stormwater Infrastructure Vulnerability Assessment and Adaptation Planning 
(Room 155B) 
Janna Kieffer, Barr Engineering 
 

Moderator: Erik Hansen, HGA 
 

• Minnesota Ojibwe Bands Preparing for a Changing Climate (Room 83) 
Tansey Moore, 1854 Treaty Authority 
 

Moderator: Tansey Moore, 1854 Treaty Authority 

11:50-12:00 Break and lunch buffet line 

12:00-12:50 Luncheon (Room 135)  
Keynote Speaker: Mark Hertsgaard, author of HOT: Living Through the Next Fifty Years 

12:50-1:20 Awards Ceremony (Room 135) 
Presented by Mark Seeley 

1:20-1:45 Poster session, book signing, and break 

1:45-3:15 Breakout Session II 

• Human Dimensions, Societal Issues, and Communications (Room: 42) 
 

Climate Adaptation: Core Curriculum in an Academic Health Center 
Shanda Demorest, UMN School of Nursing 
 

Keep the North Cold: Exploring Unconventional Agriculture and Business Climate 
Collaboration 
Aaron Reser, Green Lands Blue Waters 
 

Youth Convening Minnesota: Youth Leading Climate Solutions 
Jothsna Harris, Climate Generation 
Kira Liu, Climate Generation 
Zaria Romero, Youth Representative, Climate Generation 
 

Moderator: Shahram Missaghi, University of Minnesota Extension 
 
 
 

pwj957
Highlight
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• Natural Resources Adaptation Strategies (Room 155A) 
 

Climate Adaptation Status, Issues, and Opportunities in Minnesota Forests 
Eli Sagor, UMN Cloquet Forestry 
 

Changing Climate Impacts on River Nitrogen Loads 
Satish Gupta, UMN 
 

The Landscape of Proposed Adaptation Projects in the US and Midwest Conservation 
Sector 
Sarah Skikne, UC Santa Cruz 
 

Moderator: Fred Rozumalski, Barr Engineering 
 

• Infrastructure Adaptation Strategies (Room 83) 
 

Climate Resiliency Planning and Energy Efficient Buildings 
Douglas Ahl, Seventh Wave 
 

Potential Benefits of Rural Photovoltaics to Climate Adaptation 
Patrick Hamilton, Science Museum of Minnesota 
 

Building Resiliency in South Washington County 
John Loomis, South Washington WD 
 

Moderator: Patrick Hamilton, Science Museum of Minnesota 
 

• Tools (Room 155B) 
 

Utilizing Forecast Technology for Flood Prevention 
Tiffany Schaufler, Minnehaha Creek WD 
 

Trends in the Frequency of Intense Rainfall Events in Minnesota from 1948-2017 
Jason Ulrich, Science Museum St. Croix Research Station 
 

Cool and Collected: A Means to Resilience 
Eric Wojchik and Emily Resseger, Met Council 
 

Moderator: Ann Banitt, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

3:15-3:30 Break 
 
3:30-5:00 Breakout Session III 

• Human Dimensions, Societal Issues, and Communications (Room 42) 
 

Exploring the Leadership Role of Higher Education in Minnesota Climate Adaptation 
Troy Goodnough, UMN Morris 
 

Engaging Rural Communities on Climate and Energy Issues 
Camille Morse Nicholson, Jefferson Center 
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Exploring the Role of Outdoor Recreation in Climate Resilience 
Thomas Beery, UMN Sea Grant 
 

Moderator: Nissa Tupper, Minnesota Department of Health 
 

• Natural Resources Adaptation Strategies (Room 155A) 
 

Adaptation Strategies for Fisheries Management in Northeastern Minnesota 
Dean Paron, MNDNR Fisheries 
 

Understanding Largemouth Bass Range Expansion in Northeastern Minnesota 
Bethany Bethke, MNDNR Fisheries 
 

Climate Warming Presents Challenges for Water Quality Restoration in Lake of the Woods 
Jesse Anderson, MPCA 
 

Moderator: Leslie Yetka, Freshwater 
 

• Infrastructure Adaptation Strategies (Room 155B) 
 

Holistic Planning for Campus Resilience: Collaborative Gaming Workshop (limit 36) 
Elizabeth Turner, Precipitate, PLLC 
 

Moderator: Elizabeth Turner, Precipitate, PLLC 
 

• Tools (Room 83) 
 

Incorporating Climate Resilience within Civil Works Studies 
Garrett Blomstrand, US COE 
 

Minnesota Interagency Climate Adaptation Team 
Laura Millberg, MPCA; Dan Shaw, BWSR 
 

Connect on Health Tips and Tricks for Effective Climate Communication 
Micaela Resh, MDH 
 

Moderator: Erik Hansen, HGA 

5:00-5:10 Conference Evaluation 

5:10-5:30 Networking 



Climate Adaptation Conference, November 14, 2018 

Local Examples: Planning for healthier, more resilient communities 

Panelist Bios 

Denise Engen, is a Principal Planning Analyst for Hennepin County Public Works, where she 
works to develop healthier and more resilient communities by increasing equitable access to 
health-supporting activities, facilities and infrastructure - through planning, policy change and 
built environment changes that support active living. Previously Denise managed community 
engagement for the County’s work on the proposed METRO BLUE Line extension (Bottineau 
LRT), where her work focused on bringing active living and health equity considerations into 
station area plans. Prior to joining Hennepin County, Denise worked in comprehensive planning 
and environmental review at the Metropolitan Council; she also has experience in site-design, 
local planning and as a community leader. Denise holds a BS in Landscape Architecture from the 
University of Minnesota, and a MA in Public Affairs from the Humphrey School of Public Affairs.  

Kim Ball is a Registered Dietitian by training and has more than 20 years of experience as a 
public health educator. Kim has a Bachelor of Science degree in Dietetics from Minnesota State 
University, Mankato and finished her Dietetics requirements at the University of MN Hospitals 
and Clinics. Her work has focused on working with community coalitions, schools and worksites 
on various health initiatives. Kim has served as the Coordinator for the Statewide Health 
Improvement Partnership (SHIP) grant for Washington County over the last 5 years.  She will tell 
you more about SHIP and how that work has impacted Master and Comprehensive Plans in 
Washington County and the connection to resiliency. 

Max Holdhusen, Senior Policy Analyst, Ramsey Co. Max was born and raised in Saint Paul and 
recently moved back to his hometown from the other side of the river. He holds a MS in Urban 
Planning from Columbia University where he focused on the equitable distribution of public 
funds and a BA from Hampshire College where he looked into community-driven approaches to 
economic development. His previous experience includes transportation advocacy, community 
engagement, social services and neighborhood-level planning. Max loves working at Ramsey 
County because he gets to learn about all government services, from solid waste to corrections.  

Jason Lindahl has served as the City Planner for the City of Hopkins since 2015.  Prior to 
working for Hopkins, Jason served as the City Planner for the communities of Anoka and 
Rosemount as well as a consultant planner for a variety of communities throughout Minnesota.    

Paul Mogush, AICP is the Manager of Long Range Planning for the City of Minneapolis 
Department of Community Planning and Economic Development. Long Range Planning is 
responsible for developing, stewarding, and implementing the City’s comprehensive plan. In 
addition to his work at the City of Minneapolis, Paul co-chairs the Legislative and Law 
Committee for the Minnesota chapter of the American Planning Association and volunteers with 
the Minnesota Design Team. Paul holds a Master of Urban and Regional Planning degree from 
the University of Minnesota.  
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Comprehensive planning for 
healthy, resilient communities
Minnesota Climate Adaptation Conference
November 14, 2018

Denise Engen, Kim Ball, Max Holdhusen, Jason Lindahl, Paul Mogush
Metro Healthy Comprehensive Plans Workgroup



Overview
• Explore the importance of “place” to health

‐ and the connections between health, equity, resilience and 
the built, social & natural environments

• Learn about tools and resources
‐ that help metro area planners include health 

in their comprehensive plans

• Hear about local approaches to creating 
healthy, resilient communities

‐ and key takeaways for making similar efforts
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Communities & Health 
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Communities & health are connected

• The physical and mental health 
of individuals is strongly 
influenced by their 
environments

‐ Similarly, the health and 
vitality of a community 
depends on its people
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Healthy communities make healthy people

• Many of the problems and 
solutions to improving our 
health are affected by how we 
plan and design our built 
environments
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Determinants of health

10%

40%
30%

10%
10% Genes & Biology

Social & Economic

Health Behaviors

Clinical Care

Physical
Environment

Around
80% of our health 
has a social or 
environmental 
component 
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Historical Context
Modern American city planning has its origins in the struggles of 
the nineteenth‐century industrial city.  

8

http://www.amazon.com/The-Jungle-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486419231 • https://sheg.stanford.edu/jacob-riis • http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/photos/question3.html
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Planning basics

Generally, the purposes of community planning are to:
• Promote the health, safety, and general welfare

• Manage growth, change, and renewal of a community

• Improve the quality of life for its residents

• Protect people from activities of neighbors (land uses) 

Climate Adaptation Conference I Planning for healthy, resilient communities
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A legacy of 20th Century planning 
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How did we 
get here? 



Planning actions have health consequences

INTENT Vs. IMPACT

Where can I 
walk for a 

carton of milk?



Planning for people

Today, community planning is beginning to 
re‐examine its public health ties and to pay more attention to 
planning for the needs of people and the environment. 
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Health:
"a state of complete physical, 
mental, and social well-
being and not merely the 
absence of disease or infirmity.“

‐ World Health Organization 
(WHO)

From disease control to healthy communities
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Social determinants of health
• Conditions in the places where people live, learn, work and play affect a 

wide range of health risks and health outcomes. These conditions are 
known as social determinants of health (SDOH)
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Planning and health

• Many of these conditions are place‐based, that is, 
they are affected by the built and natural environments.

• Since the practice of community planning 
plays a significant role in shaping the built 
environment, local planning can have 
real and significant impacts on increasing 
community health. 
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Planning and health

• Or they are affected by the social and economic 
environments.
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Planning and health

• Since the practice of 
community planning plays a 
significant role in shaping 
these environments

• Local planning can have 
real and significant impacts on 
increasing community 
health. 



Planning and health
• Planning can also play a role in 

reducing health disparities, 
‐ which are differences in health that stem 

from the built and social environment. 

• And increasing health equity, 
‐ which results when everyone can achieve their full health potential, and avoidable 

differences in health are eliminated 

• Planning and designing communities with health in mind can lead to 
improved community health, wellness, and quality of life for 
all residents.
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Building health and 
resilience
• How can local governments more 

equitably address people’s basic 
needs through policy, systems, the 
built environment, and public 
education?

• Food 
• Water
• Air
• Shelter
• Safety, security, and well‐being
• Social networks
• Jobs
• Education
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Comprehensive planning

• Comprehensive planning is a 
public process that determines 
the vision, goals and aspirations 
of an area in terms of community 
development.

• The outcome of a comprehensive 
planning process is the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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Comprehensive Plan
The local comprehensive plan is a public document(s) that:

• Describes how a community wants to develop over a specified planning 
period 

• Clarifies the relationships between the community and the region
• Serves as a guide for decision making

‐ Including policy, programs, projects, and 
public spending

• Guides “official controls”
‐ Such as zoning or capital improvement plans
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Planning in the Twin Cities
Thrive MSP 2040, our regional plan

• Requires specific content areas
or “plan elements,” 

‐ May or may not be specific chapters 

• Six elements required by statute, 
two are considered “issues of regional 
importance” 

‐ Land Use

‐ Transportation

‐ Water resources

‐ Parks & Trails

‐ Housing

‐ Resilience*

‐ Economic Competitiveness*

‐ Implementation

Climate Adaptation Conference I Planning for healthy, resilient communities
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Planning and health

• A community’s 
comprehensive plan 
can be a powerful tool 
to shape growth and 
development

• and address many of 
the determinants of 
health
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Planning for health and resilience
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Sustaining Places 
Framework
8 Principles 
1. Livable Built Environment
2. Harmony with Nature
3. Resilient Economy
4. Interwoven Equity
5. Healthy Community
6. Responsible Regionalism

2 Processes
1. Authentic Participation
2. Accountable Implementation 

2 Attributes
1. Consistent Content
2. Coordinated Characteristics
* Best practices for each



Sustaining places defined

Planning for sustaining places is a dynamic, democratic process through which 
Communities plan to meet the needs of current and future generations without 
compromising the ecosystems upon which they depend, by: 

• Balancing social, economic, and environmental resources, incorporating 
resilience, and 

• Linking local actions to regional and global concerns.
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Healthy Communities 
principle:
• Ensure that public health needs are 

recognized and addressed through 
provisions for healthy foods, physical 
activity, access to recreation, health care, 
environmental justice, and safe 
neighborhoods. 

7 best practices defined

Sustaining Places 
Framework
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Harmony with Nature 
principle:
• Ensure that the contributions of natural 

resources to human well-being are 
explicitly recognized and valued and that 
maintaining their health is a primary 
objective. 

10 best practices identified

Sustaining Places 
Framework
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• Describes best 
practices

• Scoring
• Concept not 

present
• Low achievement
• Medium 

achievement
• High

achievement

Sustaining Places Tool
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Healthy Comprehensive Planning Checklist 
• Developed by the Metro Healthy Comprehensive Plans workgroup

‐ Resource for city & county planners and health staff; began in 2016
‐ Workgroup priorities: create tools, peer support and learning, share best 

practices, technical assistance

• Checklist objectives:
‐ Tool for staff and others working directly on plans 
‐ Address the SDOH and MN Statewide Health Improvement Partnership 

(SHIP) strategies
‐ Include content for all plan elements 
‐ Important to include or address community engagement, equity, and 

health data
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Other types of planning
• Small Area or Neighborhood Plan

• Climate Impact Plan

• Emergency Preparedness Plan

• Transportation Infrastructure Plan 
(ie. Station Areas)

• Bike and Pedestrian Plan

• Watershed Plan
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Local Approaches
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Communities are at differing stages 

• “Just getting started” – Washington County is a community 
in the early stages of integrating climate adaptation/resilience

• “Picking up momentum” – Ramsey County and Hopkins are 
expanding their climate adaptation/resilience work;

• “Full steam ahead”– Minneapolis embraced sustainability in 
it’s last plan, is moving forward and leading by example
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Planning for 
healthier, more 
resilient 
communities

Minnesota Climate Adaptation Conference
November 14, 2018



Overview
• County context
• Early efforts
• Healthy planning during the 2040 Comprehensive 

Plan period
•City assistance
•County comprehensive plan
•Commenting on city plans



A great place to 
live, work and 

play…today and 
tomorrow.



Early efforts
• 2008-2009 Comprehensive Plan Round

• Provided active living comments on city/township comp plans 

• Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP) 1: worked 
with cities, townships and the county public works 
department on various road/trail, parks planning and access 
to physical activity projects

• Gateway-Goldline Health Impact Assessment (2014-2016)
• Created additional connections between public health and public 

works staff
• Brought public health staff closer to traditional “planning” world



City Assistance

• In 2016, county recognized 
the opportunity to assist 
cities with integrating 
health and resilience into 
comprehensive plans, 
utilizing SHIP funds

• Two funding rounds 2016-
2017, funded 6 cities in total

• Provided 
training/networking 
opportunities for cities



City Assistance 

• Enhanced community engagement
• Surveys
• Focus groups
• Pop up events
• Focus on aging population                                                                      

and  underserved residents

• Assessment
• Mapping
• Existing 

conditions
• Plan language



SHIP and the county comp plan

• With county’s own plan, also 
utilized SHIP funds to help 
support:
• Engagement
• Research and mapping
• Plan writing

•Public health staff were on 
Project Management Team 
and led Resilience chapter

Favorite characteristic

Most valuable 
amenities



Resilience, Sustainability and Health in the 
County Comp Plan 

• Woven throughout the plan and in other element chapters

• Standalone chapter that focuses in on some topics not explicitly 
addressed elsewhere, but are an important component of county work 
and responsibility: 
• Hazard Mitigation/Community Vulnerability 
• Healthy Communities 
• Energy 
• Solid Waste Management 



“Washington County will strive to maintain its identity, high quality of life, and access to a 
healthy lifestyle for current and future residents by embracing resiliency and sustainability in 
future decision making.”

Resilience and Sustainability

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.twincities.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/20140620__Flooding_Stillwater_ducks_2.jpg?w%3D524&imgrefurl=https://www.twincities.com/2014/06/19/with-st-croix-rising-stillwater-builds-dike-to-protect-lift-station/&docid=BuWzjH1eCGXBUM&tbnid=aUAYrZrb78MF9M:&vet=10ahUKEwjy2tjYiqbaAhXD34MKHd7rD3sQMwg_KAQwBA..i&w=524&h=350&bih=994&biw=1842&q=stillwater%20mn%20weather%20flood&ved=0ahUKEwjy2tjYiqbaAhXD34MKHd7rD3sQMwg_KAQwBA&iact=mrc&uact=8


• Climate and precipitation trends 
and health effects

• Vulnerable populations

• Infrastructure

Hazard Mitigation/Community Vulnerability

Resilience and Sustainability 
Goal 1: Maintain and improve community preparedness and                                         
emergency response capacity to ensure public health and safety. 
• Continue and enhance county and city level all-hazard mitigation and response planning. 
• Recognize and plan for the support of populations with high needs and vulnerabilities to all 

hazards including extreme weather and climate-related events. 
• Promote a disaster resistant community infrastructure of housing, utilities, transportation 

systems, and health care resources able to withstand natural, man-made and economic 
changes. 



Healthy Communities
• Community Health Assessment and 

Improvement Plan
• Health equity and health disparities
• Health and the built environment

Resilience and Sustainability 
Goal 2: Promote personal and community health for all residents. 
• Pursue opportunities to address inequities and barriers to health
• Support individual and community health behaviors that reduce the risks of chronic disease. 
• Encourage practices and activities to achieve healthy food access for all residents. 



Energy
• Energy and transportation use 

profile

• Energy efficiency potential

• Solar and wind

Resilience and Sustainability 
Goal 3: Identify, promote, and expand the use of energy efficient practices and 
renewable energy resources. 
• Collaborate with public entities, community organizations, businesses within the 

county, and with other counties to achieve mutual energy goals. 
• Lead by example in county operations to conserve energy, use renewable energy 

sources in an effective manner, and take steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Transportation, 
1,048,864 , 46%

C&I, 571,677 , 25%

Residential, 
654,861 , 29%

Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Sector (Tons of CO2)

Transportation C&I Residential



Waste Management
• Washington and Ramsey County 

partnership: Recycling and Energy Board 
and Center

• Solid Waste Master Plan

Resilience and Sustainability 
Goal 4: Protect public health and the environment by reducing the amount and toxic character of 
waste and ensuring proper management of wastes. 
• Minimize land filling through an integrated waste management system in accordance with the state 

hierarchy of waste reduction, reuse, recycling, composting and waste-to-energy. 
• Lead by example in county operations to develop and implement innovative waste management solutions. 
• Identify ways to collaborate with public entities, community organizations and                                               

businesses to develop and implement innovative waste management solutions. 



Land Use
• County does not have land use authority with a few exceptions
• However, included language that encourages land use efforts that support health

Goal 2, Policy 2: Encourage transit-oriented development (TOD), pedestrian-oriented, 
neotraditional, suburban-style growth that uses land in an efficient manner in locations that 
connect to transportation and transit systems. 
• Encourage communities to adopt higher densities and mixed land uses within the Metropolitan Urban 

Service Area that support multimodal transportation, transit-oriented development.
• Encourage communities to revitalize or expand traditional commercial districts in keeping with their 

present function and appearance.
• Encourage communities to approve developments that have a pedestrian orientation, civic focus, and 

preserve historic structures and districts.
• Encourage communities to keep local streets interconnected and relatively narrow so as to disperse 

and slow traffic.
• Encourage communities to efficiently reuse land through infill development, rehabilitation, and 

selective redevelopment.
• Review future planned land use designations to ensure that options for high-density development in 

the county’s planned transitways, transit corridors, and nodes are retained.



Land Use, Housing, Economic Competitiveness

Land Use Chapter

Goal 2, Policy 4: Promote land uses throughout the county that encourage active and 
sustainable living.

• Encourage cities to plan residential, commercial, office, and industrial developments that support 
transit, especially along identified transit corridors.

• Encourage cities and developers to create development patterns, including mixed land uses that 
provide good pedestrian and non-motorized circulation to provide the opportunities for residents to 
be more physically active.

Goal 2, Policy 5: Encourage land uses that promote a full spectrum of life cycle 
housing types for all incomes, ages, and races. 

Housing and Economic Competitiveness
Policies to support Housing for all, recognizing the need for economic development



Parks
• Public Outreach Process

• Parks 

• Trails

• Open Space

Parks, Trails, and Open Space
Goal 1, Policy 4: Incorporate principles of public health and sustainability into park and trail planning, 
operations, and maintenance.
• Plan parks and trails to support healthy lifestyle choices.
• Incorporate active living by design in projects to support county health and wellness initiatives. 
• Incorporate green infrastructure, pollinator-friendly habitat, sustainable landscaping and public art in 

projects, where feasible.
• Increase energy efficiency in facilities, operations, and maintenance. 
• Evaluate and implement operational best practices to reduce salt and pesticide 

impact to natural resources.



Transportation
• Executive Summary

• Existing Conditions

• Transportation Plan

• Implementation

Transportation
Goal 4: Promote positive environmental and health outcomes.
• Explore opportunities to improve the environment and encourage physical activity.

• Work with local partners to promote land use patterns that enable alternative modes of travel and reduce 
reliance on the private automobile. 

• Identify trail connections to provide links to key destinations.
• Include strategies and best management practices related to the environment when planning, building, and 

maintaining transportation facilities.
• Promote techniques to improve quality of water runoff.
• Develop and implement techniques for county roadway maintenance to minimize chemical and particulate 

runoff.
• Prevent, minimize, or mitigate impacts to natural, cultural, and historic features. 

• Use community-based design to ensure board participation in 
transportation planning.



Comp Plan Review

• Building these elements into the 
county’s plan has allowed an 
opportunity for county staff to 
provide comments/feedback on 
other plans

• Utilized the healthy 
comprehensive plan checklist for 
review



What’s next? 

• With comprehensive plans wrapping up, SHIP work has 
focused/will focus more on providing assistance with 
implementing comp plans
• City park master plans
• Wayfinding signage
• Countywide bike plan

• County energy plan
• Opportunities related to emergency 

preparedness/management



https://www.co.washington.mn.us/404/Comprehensive-Plan

https://www.co.washington.mn.us/404/Comprehensive-Plan
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Integrating Resiliency and Planning
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Ramsey County 2040

• 9 chapters, 4 service teams, 11 departments

• Three Lenses
– Health in All Policies
– Racial Equity
– Resiliency

• County-role:
– Social Supports
– No zoning
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Resiliency 
Chapter

Solid Water
Management
Master Plan

Health 
Equity
Plan

Hazard Mitigation
Plan

Energy 
Governance

SHIP

Climate Change 
Vulnerability
Assessment
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Resiliency 
Concepts

Transport

Parks & 
Trails

Water
Resources

Housing

Land Use

Economic
Dev.

Foundation
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Resiliency Toolkit
• What are potential stresses or 

shocks in your issue area?

• Who might be especially vulnerable?

• How will these stresses/shocks 
affect residents? 

• What capacity currently exists to 
overcome stresses/shocks?

• Where do we lack capacity? 

• What ideas do you have for filling in 
the gaps?

• How can the county prepare in the 
short term and long term? 

Common Definition

Countywide 
Brainstorming
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Next Steps
• 2040 Engagement Findings
• Integrated Planning Workgroup
• Resilient Communities Project- U of M Partnership



Climate Adaptation Conference

University of Minnesota

November 14, 2018



City of Hopkins 2040 Comprehensive Plan Framework

Sustainability Vision



Complete Communities: Places where daily needs are accessible and 
convenient to where people live.

Resilience: Ability to respond to changing conditions while maintaining 
integrity and purpose.

Sustainability: Meeting current needs without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet theirs.



Focus Areas

Affordability Accessible and 
Connected

Race and Equity Downtown

Livability Climate Change

Sustainable
Buildings Arts and Culture



Built Environment
▪ Land Use
▪ Transportation
▪ Housing

Economic Environment

▪ Economic Competitiveness
▪ Downtown Hopkins

Natural Environment
▪ Sustainability and Natural  

Resources
▪ Parks and Trails

Social Environment

▪ Quality of Life
▪ Sense of Community

Policy Framework –
How Do We Get There?



CULTIVATE HOPKINS VISION STATEMENT

Hopkins will cultivate the best elements of the Built, Natural, 
Social, and Economic Environments into a complete and sustainable 
community that is rooted in tradition, characterized by vibrant and 

unique places, physically and socially connected, and resilient to 
changing conditions. 



Built Environment

All human-made elements of  
the space where people live,

work, and play.

Strengthening  nodes and  neighborhoods

Maximizing value of transit  investment

Balanced  multi-modalism  on complete  
streets

Addressing  challenges of  affordability

Arts, culture,  and unique  places



Social Environment
Public services and facilities, education,  
public health, community connections,

equity, culture.

Building an inclusive and  connected  
community

Supporting  healthy  neighborhoods
and people

Adapting  services to  changing needs

Proactive  community- oriented  approach to  
public safety and  preparedness

Addressing race equity issues



Economic Environment
Economy, businesses, employment,  
jobs, income/poverty, affordability.

Downtown as central social district

Promoting a resilient and  equitable  
economy

Placemaking as  economic  development

Transitioning some low job density areas



Natural Environment

Natural systems and resources,  
including land, water, air, habitat,  
and ecology.

Practice  environmental  responsibility

Promoting use of renewable  energy

Planning for  climate change  resiliency

Expanding  sustainable  building and  site 
practices

Protecting and  restoring  natural areas



SUSTAINABLE  
BUILDINGS

ENCOURAGE INCORPORATION OF BEST  
PRACTICES FOR ENERGY EFFICIENT  
BUILDING IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE  

DEVELOPMENT



CLIMATE  
CHANGE
IDENTIFY AND ADDRESSINCREASED  

RISKS DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE,  
ESPECIALLY ASSESSING NEEDS OF  

THOSE MOST VULNERABLE



Measuring Progress 
Are We There Yet?

 Plan  Implementation

 Establish Benchmarks

 Measure Progress

 Review Plan

 Accountability



Planning for Healthier,
More Resilient Communities

Paul Mogush, AICP
Long Range Planning Manager
City of Minneapolis
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To achieve the goal of climate change resilience, the City of 
Minneapolis will…

• Substantially increase the energy efficiency of buildings by 
retrofitting existing buildings and improving the design of new 
buildings.

• Accelerate the transition to renewable energy in buildings and 
transportation/

• Establish a pattern of development and a transportation network 
that prioritizes pedestrians, cyclists, and transit users.

• Prepare for the consequences of climate change by investing in 
improved stormwater management, urban heat island reduction, 
and energy system resilience.

https://minneapolis2040.com/goals/climate-change-resilience/

https://minneapolis2040.com/goals/climate-change-resilience/


To achieve the goal of connected, healthy, and safe people, the City 
of Minneapolis will…

• Ensure healthy outcomes for all residents, including youth and 
seniors, regardless of where in the city they live and regardless of 
their income.

• Continue healthy-living and disease activities, including the 
promotion of equitable access to and distribution of healthy food 
sources.

• Support social connectedness through the creation, retention and 
programming of gathering spaces for people of all ages.

• Ensure independent living opportunities, meaningful engagement, 
and resources for older Minneapolis residents

• Ensure public safety through collaborative, multisector, 
community-inclusive approaches.

https://minneapolis2040.com/goals/healthy-safe-and-connected-people/

https://minneapolis2040.com/goals/healthy-safe-and-connected-people/




Jason Lindahl, City of Hopkins
jlindahl@hopkinsmn.com

Paul Mogush, 
City of Minneapolis
paul.mogush@minneapolismn.gov

Contacts

Denise Engen, Hennepin County
denise.engen@hennepin.us

Kim Ball, Washington County
Kim.Ball@co.washington.mn.us

Max Holdhusen, Ramsey Co.
max.holdhusen@co.ramsey.mn.us
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Questions?
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