
R.L. BANKS & ASSOCIATES, INC.                           2107 Wilson Blvd., Suite 750, Arlington, VA  22201 
    703.276.7522 703.276.7732 (Fax) 

 transport@rlbadc.com 

 
 6 Beach Road, #250         Tiburon, CA  94920-0250 
 415.889.5106    415.889.5104 (Fax) 

rlbasf@aol.com 
___________________________________________ 

www.rlbadc.com 
December 3, 2010 
 
 
 
Ms. Katie Walker, Transit Project Manager 
Housing, Community Works, & Transit 
Hennepin County Public Works 
417 North Fifth Street, Suite 320 
Minneapolis, MN  55401 
 
Subject: Kenilworth Corridor; Analysis of Freight Rail / LRT Coexistence   
 
Dear Katie: 
 
Since the presentation to the St. Louis Park City Council and School Board on November 29th, 
RLBA has determined that the widths shown in Table 1 of our report, Kenilworth Corridor: 
Analysis of Freight Rail / LRT Coexistence, were in fact the construction limits at those locations 
rather than the actual current right-of-way (ROW) limits.   
 
Application of the corrected right-of-way does not affect our analysis with the exception of 
Scenario 2, which anticipated the removal of the Kenilworth bike trail from the corridor with the 
freight rail track installed in its place on the east side of the corridor.  The intent of Scenario 2 
was to determine if the removal of the commuter bicycle trail would provide sufficient room to 
co-locate freight rail and light rail transit (LRT).  Our initial conclusion that freight rail and LRT 
could fit within the available ROW if the proposed LRT alignment was shifted was inaccurate.  
This is also the case in Scenario 3.     
 
The absolute minimum space requirement of only freight rail and LRT operating side by side is 
76 feet.  This is composed of the following elements.   
 

1)  The freight rail alignment needs 25 feet from the center of track to the ROW line;   
2)  The center of the nearest LRT track can be no less than 25 feet from the center of the 
      freight track;  
3)  The two LRT tracks utilize 14 feet track centers and 
4)  The LRT track opposite the freight track needs to be twelve feet from the center of 

track to the ROW line. 
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The above elements total 76 feet (minimum).  The ROW width between West Lake Street and 
Cedar Lake Parkway is 62 feet at its most narrow.  
 
Therefore, there is insufficient space within the existing ROW to accommodate both freight and 
LRT at grade in the Kenilworth Corridor.  To have freight rail and LRT co-locate at grade, it 
would be necessary to take property on either the west side or the east side of the existing ROW 
even if the LRT alignment is shifted from its planned location. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Francis E Loetterle, PhD, AICP 
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