
Hennepin County Youth Justice Council  
300 South Sixth Street, Minneapolis, MN 55487 
hennepin.us/YJC 

 

Youth Justice Council Meeting Minutes   
Date:  Wednesday, June 15, 2022 

Time:  3:30 PM – 5:30 PM  

Location: Virtual 

Minutes 
We Push for Peace did a 
presentation on the 
programming they provide to 
juvenile probation clients 
referred to them. More 
information can be found on 
their website:  
HOME | we-push-for-peace (wepushforpeace.org). They have a contract with Hennepin County DOCCR 
Juvenile Probation.  
BridgeMakers presentation. More information can be found on their website:  
Youth Leading Change | Bridgemakers (bridgemakersmn.org) 
Working on a project "Youth Redesigning Middle School" goal is to break the school to prison pipeline.  

Workplan Updates for Juvenile Probation: 
Drumbeat a Heroes Journey summer program is a culturally specific program for youth being served 
through juvenile probation. Youth identify goals and work towards achieving those goals through 
various artistic outlets. 
Juvenile probation is also expanding programming for youth that are parents through FamilyWise, which 
provides parent support programming.  
Juvenile Justice Book Club (JJBC) is up and running and currently accepting applications. The JJBC will 
count towards youth that have community service hours they must complete.  

Hennepin County Attorney Office (HCAO) Workplan Updates: 
HCAO is developing a workforce readiness and job program for diversion youth. The pilot program will 
begin in August. This will start as a pilot, with the hope to expand the program.  

21

2

15

7
4

0

5

10

15

20

25

1

YJC June Representation

County Court Community Youth School Unknown Other

https://www.wepushforpeace.org/
https://www.bridgemakersmn.org/
https://www.bridgemakersmn.org/middleschoolredesign


2 
 

HCAO is looking for ways to connect youth and families to community services without utilizing 
probation. A referral process has been implemented to provide pre-trial intervention support and case 
management The Youth Connection Center (YCC) workgroup is currently working on the pre-trial 
supports. This will be a voluntary service for youth and families and if they decide to not utilize the 
services they will not be penalized in court. Will information be protected if a youth and their families 
utilize diversion services through the YCC? All information will be confidential and not shared with 
anyone.  

Eliminating Racial Disparities (ERD) workplan  
The ERD has been focusing on adult certifications and extended juvenile jurisdiction (EJJ) practices 
related to probation. Specifically, reviewing the number of EJJ filings/Cert motions within HCAO. The 
ERD is currently looking at data (age, race, gender) of filings and outcomes of EJJ motions to see if 
disparities exist and how they can be eliminated.  

Underserved Youth Workplan Update:  
The Underserved Youth committee has two new tri-chairs, Judge Maximillia Utley and Scarlett, youth 
representative.  
The committee is focusing on housing issues and ways young people can be supported as they transition 
out of the juvenile justice system. The goal is to ensure young people have stable housing. Currently 
working on ways that the juvenile justice system can improve on how they capture information around 
housing. One recommendation is having a housing a navigator dedicated to the juvenile justice system. 
The housing navigator can assist youth with housing issues. Another solution is having social workers in 
the juvenile detention center (JDC) capture this information after a youth has been at the JDC for a 
while. Hoping to have the YHDP (Youth Homeless Development Project) assist in this area. Question was 
asked if this position would be a peer (youth) or adult position. The committee is currently at the very 
beginning stages of planning and will bring the idea to the committee and the YHDP.  

Community Open Forum 
Initiative HEALS 2.0 launched by the city and the county. It appears that more law enforcement will be 
present to help fight crime. HCAO initiative see link in chat. HEALS 2.0  
Question on data that shows a rise in crime committed by youth? There are various reports in different 
systems that have data. The HCAO will bring data to next meeting in August. Can we invite the people 
that are part of the HEALS 2.0 initiative to a YJC meeting to discuss in further detail?  
Youth need to be held accountable, but there also needs to be a balance and we need to support our 
young people. We need to be mindful of the things that our young people are going through.  
There was an ask from the community that system partners share the data before the August YJC 
meeting. There is a significant decrease in youth crime and there are reports supporting the decrease. 
We need to be transparent on what data we are relying on to make informed decisions.  
A question was asked regarding rushing police academy training to be done within eight (8) weeks, to 
support current law enforcement. No one confirmed whether this was true.  

Highlights from the Chat:  

Monica to Everyone: 
DOCCR is very appreciative of the work that We Push for Peace does 

Jose R. Perez, Bridgemakers top Everyone: 
Thank you everyone! I would love to be connected in any way possible. 
Email: Jose@BridgemakersMN.org  

https://www.hennepinattorney.org/news/news/2022/January/hennepin-county-mn-heals-1-10-2022#:%7E:text=In%20response%20to%20rising%20crime,for%20Minnesota%20Hope%2C%20Education%20and
mailto:Jose@BridgemakersMN.org


3 
 

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/jose-r-perez-49a3b91a9/  
Phone: (651) 432-7116 

Jon Bacal-Bridgemakers to Everyone: 
www.bridgemakersmn.org  
https://www.bridgemakersmn.org/middleschoolredesign  
jon@bridgemakersmn.org  
Jon: 612.695.2396 

Justin Pinn to Everyone: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinpinn/  
justin@bridgemakersmn.org  
Justin: 305-615-0222 

Jon Bacal-Bridgemakers to Everyone: 
1st Elevating Youth Voices Summit 10 am-2 pm next Thursday, June 23, High School for Recording Arts 

Jon Bacal-Bridgemakers to Everyone: 
please reach out by June 20 if you can join us 

We Push for Peace to Everyone: 
Tray 612-290-6917 

CeMarr Peterson She/Hers  to  Everyone: 
Is there specific referral contact information for the Bookclub? 

Morgan Kunz, HCAO (he/him) to Everyone: 
Morgan D Kunz: Morgan.Kunz@hennepin.us; Willie Bridges: Willie.Bridges@hennepin.us; Tom Arneson: 
Tom.Arneson@hennepin.us  

From Link Laptop 2 to Everyone: 
How will you ensure that information that youth might share in the voluntary pre-trial case 
management is protected once they get to trial? 

Willie Bridges to Everyone: 
Willie Bridges/612-348-3934/ Juvenile Diversion Program Coordinator (Hennepin County Attorney 
office) 

Sarah Davis (she / her) to Everyone: 
HEALS 2.0 https://www.hennepinattorney.org/news/news/2022/January/hennepin-county-mn-heals-1-
10-
2022#:~:text=In%20response%20to%20rising%20crime,for%20Minnesota%20Hope%2C%20Education%
20and 

Lupita (she/her) to Everyone: 
it's very disappointing that there is all this talk bout increase in youth "violent crimes" and the data to 
show for that is not even organized. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jose-r-perez-49a3b91a9/
http://www.bridgemakersmn.org/
https://www.bridgemakersmn.org/middleschoolredesign
mailto:jon@bridgemakersmn.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinpinn/
mailto:justin@bridgemakersmn.org
mailto:Morgan.Kunz@hennepin.us
mailto:Willie.Bridges@hennepin.us
mailto:Tom.Arneson@hennepin.us
https://www.hennepinattorney.org/news/news/2022/January/hennepin-county-mn-heals-1-10-2022#:%7E:text=In%20response%20to%20rising%20crime,for%20Minnesota%20Hope%2C%20Education%20and
https://www.hennepinattorney.org/news/news/2022/January/hennepin-county-mn-heals-1-10-2022#:%7E:text=In%20response%20to%20rising%20crime,for%20Minnesota%20Hope%2C%20Education%20and
https://www.hennepinattorney.org/news/news/2022/January/hennepin-county-mn-heals-1-10-2022#:%7E:text=In%20response%20to%20rising%20crime,for%20Minnesota%20Hope%2C%20Education%20and
https://www.hennepinattorney.org/news/news/2022/January/hennepin-county-mn-heals-1-10-2022#:%7E:text=In%20response%20to%20rising%20crime,for%20Minnesota%20Hope%2C%20Education%20and
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CeMarr Peterson She/Hers to Everyone: 
….and how that rise in crime is rooted in the intersections of racism and overall oppression. What's 
being done to meet the root?! How are we involving those particular youth in those initiatives? 

Sarah Davis (she / her) to Everyone: 
Here's the national report I referenced: https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Data-Reveals-Violence-Among-Youth-Under-18-Has-Not-Spiked-in-the-
Pandemic.pdf  

Link Laptop 2 to Everyone: 
Folks here are asking for law enforcement to be present in these spaces 

Link Laptop 2 to Everyone: 
*These youth justice council meetings 

Sierra Leone Samuels to Everyone: 
I will be sure to email everyone the data that Tom Arneson sends me as well as have it posted on the YJC 
website. 

Lupita (she/her) to Everyone: 
i don't go to the gas station alone because GROWN men harass me. not because of no youth. 

Adesola Oni (She/Her) to Everyone: 
important to have well rounded narratives and also that there are often "both ands" versus one or the 
other. Youth who are thriving and also youth who need support. Thanks for all of the thoughtful 
contributions and perspectives 

https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Data-Reveals-Violence-Among-Youth-Under-18-Has-Not-Spiked-in-the-Pandemic.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Data-Reveals-Violence-Among-Youth-Under-18-Has-Not-Spiked-in-the-Pandemic.pdf
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Data-Reveals-Violence-Among-Youth-Under-18-Has-Not-Spiked-in-the-Pandemic.pdf
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