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Underserved Youth Committee  
Date:  Thursday, May 19, 2022 

Time:  4:30 PM – 5:30 PM 

Location: Virtual 

Meeting Notes 
Introductions – Chair(s) 
Sierra Leone Samuels, Beth Holger, Kathrine Williams, Lindsey Hoskins, CeMarr Peterson, 
Linnea Lindeman, Casey Schleisman, William Green, Sara (YMCA), Blaine (The Link), Ovid 
Westin, Bernadette Casey, Scarlett (The Link), Josh Terrio (The Link)  

Exploration of a partnership with JDC & YCC (Youth Connection Center) 
Josh Terrio and Blaine spoke about the YCC and services that are provided. Currently, 
contracts with the city and county only allow law enforcement to utilize services provided at 
the YCC. There have been many discussions on how the YCC could be accessible to everyone 
without law enforcement involvement, such as families that are not currently connected 
with county or any services. Discussion on utilizing the YCC as a preventative measure for 
families before a young person has contact with law enforcement with the hope of 
deterring the contact with law enforcement.  

Discussion on ways that the YCC could be a resource for youth and families that are 
transitioning out of the JDC. Concerns of that a particular group of young people are falling 
through the cracks due to situations in the home and legal obligation of having the only 
option to release a young person to the parent(s)/legal guardian. Concern for older youth 
who have been couch hopping and/or living on the streets for years because it is not safe 
for them to be at home. Discussion on how an appropriate release could be re-worked to 
capture those young people to ensure they are not released back into a hostile situation at 
home and are connected to resources, possibly through the YCC.  
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Question was asked if the JDC provides transportation for young people when they are 
released from the JDC. The JDC does have various transportation options through juvenile 
probation, bus tokens, and taxi.  

JDC Social Worker Introduction: 
William Green, Social Worker at the JDC, introduced himself and shared his role within the 
JDC. William comes from the County Home School. He shared the work he does with the 
young people at the JDC. A lot of it is crisis management. He also re-emphasized that many 
young people that come to the JDC are older and have been on the streets/couch hopping 
for years and are no longer connected with their family for various reasons.  

Questions were asked: How could we build equity for success for this group of youth/young 
adults that fall through the cracks? How can we support the young people? Things to think 
about as we work on tasks on the workplan.  

Items Tabled for June Meeting 
• Update from JDC – Deb Soyring sent an email regarding JDC and adding question(s) 

around housing. Sierra Leone Samuels will forward the email to committee members.  
• Housing Navigator – Casey Schleisman will discuss at June meeting. 

Next Steps 
� Housing Navigator – Casey Schleisman 
� Review and update work plan  

Zoom Chat Highlights: 

Sara: 
My name is sara i work with the YMCA Youth leadership council/ youth justice council! I’m a 
youth advocate! my pronouns are she/her/ hers and I’m having audio problems I’m waiting for 
my new computer to come in! So, I will be utilizing the chat! This is my first meeting I’ve 
attended so excited to be here 

Casey Schleisman: 
Yes, Sierra!  It seems to me like the YCC is formally/informally doing shelter diversion services 
(assisting youth to find alternative safe and stable housing - not shelter) and if that is not 
possible, connecting youth to the most appropriate youth shelter. 

Kathrine Williams: 
What about just a ride home? 
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/human-services/parent-support-outreach-program  

Bernadette Genis Casey: 
There is some sort of emergency licensing process for foster care- but I think it still needs a 
judge's signature. But there are signing judges that have to be on call in adult court...maybe 
there could be some way to pull them in. I'll ask some more brilliant legal minds than mine! 

https://www.hennepin.us/residents/human-services/parent-support-outreach-program
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Kathrine Williams: 
Hennepin also has systems navigators. I can email the flyer if needed. 

CeMarr Peterson She/Hers: 
Yes please!! cpeterson@thelinkmn.org  

CeMarr Peterson She/Hers: 
Isn't there a new "sector" of CP that is set to oversee cases for African American youth? I 
wonder how we can better work with them. Devon Gilchrist (I think) is leading that. I'm not 
super familiar but wondering if that could be helpful in bridging some of these gaps. 

Bernadette Genis Casey: 
I think it is still at the work group stage... Here's hoping! It's been acknowledged as an issue 
though. finally! 

Lindsey Hoskins (she/her): 
And for LGBTQ youth, especially, home is not always safe. : 

mailto:cpeterson@thelinkmn.org
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