What’s on the ballot?
Federal Offices
President
Serves as the head of state and Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forces. They also have veto power on proposed bills.

Vice President
Supports the President in their duties and serves as the head of
the Senate.

U.S. Senator
Responsible for the creation and implementation of laws. They
also approve appointments made by the president, sign
treaties, and try impeachment cases.

U.S. House
Responsible for the creation and implementation of laws. All
bills that raise money are required to start here. They also have
the power to impeach (formally charge) someone who holds
public office.

State Offices
Minnesota State Senate
A senator makes, debates, and votes on legislation in order to
pass new laws or modify those that already exist. This includes
passing the states biennial (two-year) budget.

Minnesota State House
A representative’s duties include to write, debate, and pass
laws for the entire state. They also establish a state budget that
includes the lowering or raising of taxes.

Ballot Question
At the local level: cities, townships, and school districts can
have questions on the ballot for voters to respond to. The
responses are either “yes” or “no” and a question only passes
with a majority.

County Offices
County Commissioner
They are responsible for overseeing the county’s management
and administration, representing county interests at the state
and federal level, participating in long-range planning, and
managing the county budget and interests.

Park Commissioner of the Three Rivers Park District
The Park Commissioners develop park policies and
enact laws concerning the use of neighborhood parks,
beaches, and lakes.

City Offices
Mayor and City Council Members
The City Council creates and passes legislation/ordinances. A
city council member can represent a city district/ward and
some cities have “at-large” members that represent the whole
city. The Mayor manages the city’s budget and oversees the
police force.

School Board Members
School Board members are responsible for hiring a
superintendent as well as developing and adopting policies,
curriculums, and the school’s budget.

Judicial Offices
Supreme Court
The MN Supreme Court receives cases not resolved in the
Court of Appeals.

Court of Appeals
The Court of Appeals reviews all final decisions of trial courts,
state agencies, and local governments, including the Fourth
Judicial District court.

District Court Fourth Judicial District
The Fourth Judicial District only includes Hennepin County and
it hears all felony criminal cases, equity cases, domestic
relations cases, and civil cases involving more than $150,000.

To see your sample ballot and find out
where your polling place is located visit:
MNVotes.org
Contact
Hennepin County Elections
Office: 612-348-5151
hc.vote@hennepin.us
hennepin.us/elections

