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Recycling and why it is important

An elementary school presentation




Reducing waste

* On average, each resident of
Hennepin County creates
6 pounds of waste per day.

» Add up all the waste created
In the county in a year and
it's enough to fill Target Field
more than 11 times.




What's in the trasnh?

Composition of the trash:

percent by weight

Trash 40.8%
Organics 24.9%
Recyclables 13.8%

Construction and demolition 8.9%

Yard waste 4.2%

Other 7.4%:

Textiles 3.1%

Scrap metal, electronics, mattress 3.1%
Recyclable plastic bags and film 0.9%
Household hazardous waste 0.3%



Negative Impacts of Trash?

e Pollution

* Loss of precious natural
resources

* Impact on ecosystems

* Loss of habitat



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are some of the impacts of burning and burying our waste? Air, water and soil pollution. Our natural resources can’t be used again. Many of those natural resources are non-renewable. Both the extraction of resources and the disposal of trash have an impact on ecosystems and result in loss of habitat.


So what can we do?




Reduce and Reuse
High Waste Options Low Waste Options
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Try to buy things (or have your parents buy things) with less packaging! 


Recycling ”

Original
manufacturing of
closed loop product

Reuse or recycling of
the product to be

made into a new Product use and end
product of life

Collection and
recycling of the
product



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recycling is another great option for managing our waste. What is recycling? (The process of turning waste materials back into products that we can use again). After you put something in the recycling bin, it goes to a material recovery facility, where it is separated and baled. From there, it gets sent to a manufacturer so that it can be made into a new product. We can think of recycling as having three steps: Collect, Manufacture, Buy. Point out that to be truly recycling, we have to close the loop and buy recycled products.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Things that we can recycle were originally made out of natural resources. On there right is a list of natural resources. Can you name which item comes from which resource?


Hennepin County Environment and Energy


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s make sure we don’t throw our natural resources into the garbage! 


Benetfits of Recycling

* Less energy needed to make new products
e Less pollution created

* Less Impact on the environment

* Fewer natural resources are required

* Creates lots of jobs



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Energy use can be reduced up to 95% by making Aluminum cans from recycled ones, instead of from the ore.

In one year, recycling in MN reduces emissions equal to taking 1.2 M cars off the road.

Pollution is reduced in multiple ways. Less extraction of natural resources, less transportation of materials, less processing of materials, less energy required, less water required

37,000 jobs in Minnesota are directly or indirectly related to the recycling industry (Rethink Recycling).



What can you recycle?




Paper Recycling

YES NO

v Office paper Food-soiled paper
v'Magazines & catalogs Paper plates & cups
v'"Newspapers o Pizza boxes

v'"Cardboard 2z Paper towels, napkins, tissues

v Boxes Frozen food boxes



Glass

YE
> NO

v'Food and beverage

jars x Drinking glasses

v'Food and beverage _ « Dishes

bottles x Mirrors

x Windows
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Metal

YES NO

v'Food and beverage cans xCans for hazardous

v’ Balled aluminum foill materials

v'Metal lids




Plastic

YES

NO
v Bottles

xStyrofoam
s S o xPlastic wrap
v Containers xPlastic bags

v'Clear packaging

xCandy wrappers, chip bags,

juice pouches
v Lids on!



Cartons

YES
v'Juice boxes

v'Milk cartons

v'Soup and broth cartons
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Questions?

Hennepin County
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